
50    Congressional Procedures and the Policy Process

Appropriations

Much of the federal government is funded through the annual enactment 
of 12 regular appropriations bills. The Constitution does not require that 
appropriations are enacted annually, but the practice since the First 
Congress has been to appropriate for a single year at a time. The House 
originates the appropriations bills based on its long-standing belief that 
the constitutional authority to initiate revenue-raising measures extends to 
appropriations.11

Types of Appropriations Bills. Appropriations bills are of three main 
types: (1) annual—also called regular or general; (2) supplemental appro-
priations bills—to address unexpected contingencies, such as emergency 
funding for natural disasters; and (3) continuing—often called continuing 
resolutions, or CRs—to provide stopgap (or temporary) funding for agencies 
(on a formula basis, such as the previous year’s level) that did not receive an 
annual appropriation by the start of the fiscal year. The fiscal year runs from 
October 1 to September 30. Congress enacts about 14 or so appropriations 
bills every fiscal year: the 12 regular bills, 1 or more supplementals, and 1 or 
more continuing appropriations.

A typical appropriation from a regular appropriations act is presented 
in Box 2.2. In this example, taken from an omnibus act, which combined 
11 of the 12 regular appropriations acts, about $21 billion is appropri-
ated for child nutrition programs, including the school lunch and breakfast 
programs. Notice the reference to certain authorizing statutes (the Child 
Nutrition Act, for example) in the spending bill. The appropriations act pro-
vides the funding, but authorizing statutes specify the activities on which the 
money may be spent. Therefore, this particular appropriation was available 
to purchase pulse crops for the school lunch and breakfast programs, as 
directed in the authorization language presented in Box 2.1.

(e)	 Report—As soon as practicable after the completion of the evaluation 
under subsection (d), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate and the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representative[s] a 
report describing the results of the evaluation.

(f)	 Authorization of Appropriations—There is authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this section $10,000,000, to remain available until 
expended.

* * * * *

Source: Agricultural Act of 2014, P.L. 113-79, February 7, 2014.
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